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As part of the dissemination and stakeholder engagement processes, the Online S3
consortium will be flying to Dublin on 3rd June and taking part in the Annual
Conference of the Regional Studies Association. This conference represents an
incredible opportunity to share the initial findings of the research with key
stakeholders working in the field of Smart Specialisation.
The RSA Annual Conference 2017 will last for 4 days, between the 4th and the 7th of
June, and Online S3 has planned two different dissemination events. The second
day of the conference, during the parallel session “Smart Specialisation - Theoretical
Considerations & Empirical Findings for Policy & Strategies”, Edinburgh Napier
University, URENIO Research and Intelspace Innovation Technologies, shall be
presenting two papers.
In the first paper, Nicos Komninos and Elena Sefertzi discuss a key dimension of the
smart growth paradigm, namely the relationship between growth and Internet-based
platforms for innovation. Smart growth refers to patterns with identifiable elements,
such as the centrality of technological innovation, the Internet and World Wide Web,
along with networks that connect digital infrastructure with human skills for
innovation and entrepreneurship, and the bottom-up approach, which leverages the

Press Release | ONLINE S3 | H2020-ISSI-2015-1

ONLINE S3 (ONLINE Platform for Smart Specialisation Policy Advice)

potential of user engagement, co-design and collaboration. Regions use Internet
platforms to support smart growth that have a double role: on the one hand, they
facilitate companies to design, develop innovations and market new products; on the
other hand, they allow public authorities to specify the standards by which to regulate
their impact. The paper presents and discusses case studies that illustrate these two
functions and which sustain the development of the Smart Specialisation strategies
hosted on the Online S3 platform.
The second paper is presented by Luca Mora, Mark Deakin and Alasdair Reid and
reveals the current trends in research on Smart Specialisation by answering the
following questions: (1) How many scientific publications dealing with Smart
Specialisation have been produced and what are their characteristics in terms of
type and influence? (2) How large is the community of researchers, organisations
and countries working in this research field? (3) What is the influence and
productivity of the entities belonging to this community and collaboration they
engender? (4) What are the main regional knowledge hubs and the key knowledge
producers in the field of Smart Specialisation? (5) What are the highly-cited
knowledge objects published by the research community? The answers to these
questions are sourced from a bibliometric analysis in which the literature on Smart
Specialisation published between 2005 and 2016 is examined, along with the
community of researchers that has produced such literature. Overall, the findings of
this study provide researchers working in the field of Smart Specialisation with a
complete picture of their research and a better understanding of how the intellectual
structure of Smart Specialisation is being shaped.
The second dissemination event is the discussion panel entitled “Smart
Specialisation & Evolutionary Economic Geography”, which will be held on Tuesday
morning. This panel is organised by Edinburgh Napier University’s Centre for Smart
Cities and the Centre of Spatial Dynamics at University College Dublin. This event
shall explore the potential synergies between Online S3 and TechEvo (Technology
Evolution in Regional Economies). TechEvo is a five-year research project funded by
the European Research Council (ERC) with a Starting Grant of €1.5 million. Set in an
evolutionary framework, TechEvo aims to provide ground breaking insights into how
innovative entities and individual inventors are embedded in social and cognitive
local and non-local networks, and how regional technology trajectories are shaped
through entry, exit and selection processes. This project will offer a wealth of
indicators, models and tools that will assist firms and policy makers in place-based
investment decisions, and deliver a science and technology policy evaluation tool
capable of assessing impact.
The discussion group will be chaired by Dieter Kogler (University College Dublin),
who has been award the ERC Starting Grant, and will be composed of the following
panellists: Nicos Komninos (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki) and Mark Deakin
(Edinburgh Napier University), as members of the Online S3 consortium; Bjørn
Asheim (University of Stavanger); Ron Boschma (Utrecht University); Jennifer Clark
(Georgia Institute of Technology); Martin Henning (University of Gothenburg); and
Andy Pike (University of Newcastle).
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The panel will explore how recent progress in the field of Evolutionary Economic
Geography can support Smart Specialisation as a European project. This discussion
shall focus attention on the scientific and technological evolution of economic
geography across Europe as a Smart Specialisation strategy. It will suggest that in
contrast to Evolutionary Economic Geography, the evidence which support Smart
Specialisation strategies is still anecdotal. Based on this, the following proposition is
made: if one manages to quantify domain and connectedness, ceteris paribus, it
should also be able to predict future trajectories of regional development, and thus
be able to advise regions on what economic activity to invest in. The panellists will
be discussing the significance of this idea about the “Evolving Economic Geography
of Smart Specialisation in Europe”, in light of recent theoretical and empirical
advancements.
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